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Pro Loco Art Competition 2013 
 

 
 

1st Prize  – Lynda Turner 

 

This year the Matlock Bath Pro Loco Art Competition attracted a bumper entry.  

In the 34th year of the competition over 300 members of the public voted for 
their favourite pictures and all agreed that the standard was outstanding 

making their choices very difficult.  All of the entries were displayed in the 
Pump Room of the Grand Pavilion over the Bank Holiday weekend and the 45 

shortlisted entries were subject to the judgemental eyes of the public during 
over 5 hours of voting. The ballot results were close in all the categories 

especially the adult section and it was pleasing to see that all entries received 

votes. 
 

The Parish Council is extremely grateful to our sponsors for this competition 
and The Sir Richard Arkwright Masson Mills who sponsored the 1st and 2nd 

Prizes.  The Heights of Abraham sponsored the children’s prizes.   
 

The winning picture will join the previous 33 winning pictures which are on display 

in the Conference Centre at Masson Mills.  If anyone would like to view the display 
of all winning entries, contact either the Clerk or Mr Aram, owner of Masson Mills.  

The winners of this year’s competition were: 
 

1st Prize – Lynda Turner 
2nd Prize – Les Mooney 

3rd Prize – Mavis Allen 

Best Villager – Jonathan Shepherd 
 

 
 

2nd Prize – Les Mooney  

 
 

3rd Prize – Mavis Allen 
 

 

 
 

1st Prize – Ellen Hollands 
(Juniors) 

 

 
 

1st Prize – Jemma Smith 
(Secondary) 

 

 
 

1st Prize – Georgia Davies 
(Infants) 

 

All pictures submitted in the competition can 

be found on our website – 
www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

Arrangements for the 2014 Pro Loco Art 

Competition are currently being made.  Full 
details will be on our website  shortly. 

 

 
 

Best Villager – Jonathan Shepherd 
 

 

 
 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


 

 
 

2nd Prize – Teddy Edwards 
(Infants) 

  

The Winners in the childrens 
categories were: 

 

Infants: 

1st Prize – Georgia Davies 
2nd Prize – Teddy Edwards 

3rd Prize – Grace Law 
 

Juniors: 

1st Prize – Ellen Hollands 
2nd Prize – Lucy Morris 

3rd Prize – Betty Hoon 

  

 
 

2nd Prize – Jody Coombes 
(Secondary) 

 
 

Jemma Smith (left) & 
Jody Coombes (2nd Prize, Secondary) 

  

Secondary: 
1st Prize –  Jemma Smith 

2nd Prize –  Jody Coombes 
 

 

 
Congratulations to all entrants for 

the high standard of work. 
 

 

 

 
 

2nd Prize – Lucy Morris 
(Juniors)  

Street Party – Mel Heane 
 

 

 

This year the street party will be held on Saturday 20th July outside the Temple Hotel with 

lunch served from 1pm. The road closure will be in place from 8am until 8pm and the 
council have very kindly waived any road closure fee as this is a community event. We are 

very grateful to them for this as it would not be possible for this event to go ahead if we 

had to pay.  
 

This year we will have a ceilidh as well as the usual entertainment for the children and 
anyone wishing to join in with the music should contact Mick Jones on 01629 580366. 
 

Hopefully this year the weather will be better than last year, well it couldn’t get any worse!  So bring a chair, your sun 

hat and you dancing shoes.  
 

Suggested donations of £5.00 per adult would be very much appreciated in advance of the event to help pay for the 
other incidentals that go with putting on such a great event.  A salad or a dessert would also be welcome to accompany 

the hog roast, a vegetarian alternative will be available. 
 

Help with the setting up and breaking down would be appreciated as would any suggestions regarding this event.  
 

Please leave donations, suggestions and contact details with Temple Hotel on 01629 583911 or email 
templehotel@btconnect.com   
 

We look forward to seeing you in the sunshine on Saturday 20th July.  
 

Masson Mills Bus Shelter 
 

 

 

You will recall that in the Christmas Issue of “A View from the Bath” 

we reported that Derbyshire County Council had arranged for the 
overhanging trees and shrubbery to be cut down behind the Bus 

Shelter opposite Masson Mills.  The shelter had been hidden for so 
long and the Parish Council was concerned that it was becoming 

unsafe due to the trees resting on it.  Since then the Parish Council has 

inspected the bus shelter and although the shelter was safe, the roof 
was in disrepair and as a result would need to be replaced.  We are 

pleased to report in this issue that the bus shelter is now finished.   

The bus shelter now looks stunning having been repainted by the staff at Masson Mills and the new roof fitted.  We are 

so pleased with the results.   Our thanks go to Mr Aram, owner of Masson Mills, and his staff for painting the shelter and 
the “Matlock Bath” sign. 
 

mailto:templehotel@btconnect.com


Get Composting – Derbyshire County Council 
 

If you hate having to buy compost why not have a go at making your own? It’s free and 
better for the environment.  More than a third of household waste is made up of organic 

material which can be composted.   Grass cuttings, unwanted plants, cardboard, 
newspapers, fruit and vegetable peelings are all ideal.  Derbyshire County Council has a 

scheme which offers compost bins at very reasonable prices - with the added bonus that 

they can be delivered to households.  Compost bins cost as little as £16.98, plus £5.49 
delivery per order. They are supplied by Straight plc.  Visit 

www.derbyshire.getcomposting.com or call 0844 571 4444 for more details. 
 

 

 

Masson Hill Fell Race – John Middleton & Leah Maltby 
 

 
  

 

The second Masson Hill Fell race took place in Matlock Bath on May 21st.  A fine 

day turned into a misty drizzly evening for 69 brave runners to attempt the 
challenge of 7.5km with 360m of ascent.  The course was modified this year to 

be steeper at the start, climbing from Clifton Road straight up the Wapping path 

and deviating through woodland to burst out onto Bonsall Fields and up to 
Masson summit, returning via the Heights of Abraham.  

The race this year raised funds for Matlock Bath Holy Trinity Primary School and 
was started by the Headteacher, Amanda Mee.  The school supported the race 

by allowing the use of the school hall for registration and prize-giving and by 
supplying refreshments with delicious cakes for the competitors and visitors.     

The first man to the summit was Sam Tash of Rossendale Harriers in 18 minutes 2 seconds with the first lady, Steph 

Curtis of the Pennine Club close behind at 19 minutes 2 seconds.  The winner of the race was Dean Taylor of Ripley RC.  
The full results are on the website – www.massonhillrace.org.uk    
 

Spot prizes were kindly donated by Sue and Abid Shah of Huckleberry Willow, supporting the race for the second year.  

Thanks to all who marshalled and helped on the course, especially to local people and those who moved their cars on 

New Bath Road and Clifton Road.  The race raised £265 for school funds. 
 

A final comment from Alan Billington of Belper Harriers who was 7th in the race “really enjoyed the race - such a hard 
beautiful White Peak route”. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

http://www.derbyshire.getcomposting.com/
http://www.massonhillrace.org.uk/


Draft Local Plan - DDDC 

 

 

 

As you will be aware the District Council is in the process of preparing a 
new Local Plan which will set out the planning policies for the future use 

and development of land for the parts of the Derbyshire Dales that lie 
outside the Peak District National Park for the period 2006-2028. 
 

The District Council will be consulting on the Derbyshire Dales Draft Local 

Plan commencing on 13th June 2013 for a period of six weeks ending on 

25th July 2013. 
 

The purpose of the consultation is to allow residents, businesses and key 
stakeholders the opportunity to comment and make representations on 

the policies proposed in the Derbyshire Dales Draft Local Plan. The Local 
Plan will be available to view from the Councils website from 13th June at 

the following location: www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/localplan 
 

The Derbyshire Dales Draft Local Plan will also be available to view at the 

following locations: 
 

Date     Location  
1st July – 8th July   Ashbourne Library  

9th July -16th July    Wirksworth Library  
17th July- 25th July    Matlock Town Hall  
 

There will also be public exhibitions around the area during June and 

July.  On Thursday 27th June between 2.00-6.00 pm there will be 

an exhibition in Matlock Bath Community Centre. 
 

Should you have any specific questions or matters you wish to discuss in 
detail about the consultation please contact 

planning@derbyshiredales.gov.uk or telephone 01629 761251. 
 

Holy Trinity School   
 

Book Fair - The PTFA will be holding the annual book sale to raise much 

needed funds for Holy Trinity Primary School. 
 

The event will take place on Saturday 19th October at the old tourist 
information office at the Pavilion in Matlock Bath. 

 

If you have any unwanted books, we would welcome any donations between now and 18th October. 
Please call or text Lynn on 07951 758 748 to arrange for collection.  All donations will be gratefully received. 
 

 
 

Sainsburys Vouchers – Thank you to everyone who has sent 

Sainsburys vouchers into school.  We have collected over 12,000 
this year!  This means we can order sports and cookery equipment 

for school. 
   

Gardening - It is the time of year when we get out and about 

sorting out our garden area and growing vegetables.  If you have 
any spare garden tools, plants or seeds they would be greatly 

received.  The children enjoyed growing on and re-potting the 
plants which have been used in the barrels, supplied by the Parish 

Council, around the village. 

 
Summer Fair – We are holding a summer fair in the school 

grounds on 

Saturday 6th July at 
12.00 noon-5.00 pm 

  
We would love to see you there! 

 

http://www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/localplan
mailto:planning@derbyshiredales.gov.uk


Illuminations – Village Night 
 

 
 

Winner 2012 

 

Following the successful Illuminations Village Evening in 2012, it has been 

decided to hold the event again.  This will give residents a chance to view the 

illuminated boats without the ‘hussle’ and ‘bussle’ of the large crowds.  While the 
boats parade on the river, we will be holding the voting for ‘the village favourite’.  

These awards have been given for many years and are valued by the 
Boatbuilders as they recognise their efforts and are voted for by the residents of 

Matlock Bath. 
 

The date for this year’s Village Evening is Friday 27th September starting at 7.30 pm.  The boats will parade at 

8.00 pm.  The ‘Hall Family’ has once again agreed to give a free amusement ride to the children of Matlock Bath. 
 

Afterwards at around 8.45 pm, The Temple Hotel has agreed to put on a barbecue, which will be paid for by the Parish 
Council.   
 

Walking Round ‘The Bath’ 

 Part of the heritage of Matlock Bath is its maze of footpaths that criss-cross the Parish. In the 

first of a series circular walks, we look at some of the footpaths available for you to use on our 
own doorsteps. Sensible footwear is required but no other specialist equipment. 
 

Start (and finish) in Temple Road Car Park.  Leave the car park by the road entrance (being 

careful of the traffic as there is no footpath) and fork left onto the approach road to Gulliver’s 

Kingdom.  Directly in front of you and to the right of the buildings is a flight of steps. This is 
Jacob’s Ladder (FP17) – an old Victorian footway to Upperwood. The steps twist and turn.   As  

the path levels out (and continues on to Orchard Road), 
turn left and continue up more stone steps - you will pass a 

small entrance on your left to the cave complex under the 
hillside. Eventually the steps broaden out, you will see old 

pig sties to your left and reach Upperwood Road.  Turn left 

along the road and past 2 houses on your right after which 
the path leaves the road to the right (FP8).  Go through 

the stile to the left of the metal gate and along the track, 
through another metal gate, and up the path in front of 

you past the metal footpath sign and into the field.  The 

footpath goes straight across the field – well worn.   Most 
of the year the field is laid to grass but occasionally there 

may be cows grazing.  Through the stone stile at the other 
side (not very dog friendly but there are many places under 

the hedge where they can get through) and turn left onto a 
bridleway that follows the border of Ball Eye quarry (FP18).   

Just as the path levels out again fork right (follow either of 

the paths as they join again later), continue the descent 
now above the Via Gellia through lovely beech woods to 

the back of Scarthin.   When the path forks, take the left 
path above the houses of Scarthin, again another left fork 

at the next junction, the path now taking you back into the 

Derwent valley looking down over Masson Mills and over to 
Willersley Castle (FP5).  This path is known as ‘Derwent 

Valley Walk’.   Pass to the rear of Cromford Court.  At the 
next junctions (first to the right down to Masson Mils and a 

second up to the left back to Ball  Eye  Quarry) carry 
straight ahead and the  path  starts to  climb again.   After  

levelling  you  reach Upperwood.  At this junction turn right 

descending the Wapping bridleway.  Straight on at the next 

 

 

junction with the Wapping Nature Reserve (managed by the Parish Council) to your left.  At the bottom of the Wapping 

bridleway you join New Bath Road – walking up and past the right of the New Bath Hotel.   Keep to the right of 
Portland House down on the A6.   A short distance ahead are the steps to the Church – through the Churchyard to 

return to Temple Road car park.  On the junctions of the footpaths there are either fingerpost signs or wooden posts 

with arrows indicating the paths.  There are many additions/short cuts you can add to this route but walking at a 
leisurely pace this should take between an hour and 1 hour and a quarter.   Do you know of any good footpath 

walks – let us know and we can publish them in future editions of the Newsletter. 
 



Fostering – Derbyshire County Council 
 

 

 

Every child deserves a happy and safe childhood but for some children in Derbyshire that sadly doesn’t happen. 

There are just under 700 children in care in Derbyshire and they all need a place to call home.  That’s where foster 
carers step in to play a vital role in a child’s life.  Fostering, like parenting, is challenging but highly rewarding work.  

There are lots of different types of fostering available depending on your circumstances.  We offer lots of benefits, 
support and training to all our foster carers as well as competitive financial allowances.  We are looking for people from 

all walks of life to come forward and find out if they have what it takes to become a foster carer. 
 

For more information call Derbyshire free on 0800 083 7744 or visit www.derbyshire.gov.uk/adoptionandfostering   
In Derbyshire there are different types of fostering and you can decide which sort you are interested in and what best 

suits you. 
 

Floral Displays 

 

Have you noticed the floral displays in the village?  This year we have 
increased the number of planters – there are four towers displaying a 

lovely array of flowers which are supplied and maintained by Plantscape.  
These towers really make the village look bright and attractive and always 

receive positive feedback from residents and visitors. 
 

In addition, we have purchased three flowering barrels – one opposite 
Masson Mills, underneath the ‘Matlock Bath’ sign and two at the bottom 

of Clifton Road.  Our thanks go to Masson Mills Staff and to the local 

residents who have agreed to water these barrels regularly for us. 
 

 

 

Eight barrels have been sited on the platform at Matlock Bath Station which have been 

planted up by Cllr Lorraine Keeble and will be maintained by the Parish Council as 

adoptees of the Station. 

  

  
 

 

Once again the Parish Council has arranged the planting 

of the cattle trough which was given to the village over 
one hundred years ago and is now sited on the A6 below 

the New Bath Hotel.   
 

Thanks to David and Pat Russell for planting our cattle 
trough and to Kath Cresswell for planting up the three 

barrels to the Gardening Club and staff at Holy Trinity 

School for planting on and repotting the plants we have 
used in the barrels.  More details about the adoption of 

Matlock Bath Station can be found on our website – 
www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Matlock Bath Music Festival – MBMF Team 
 

 
 

 

Building on the success of our previous two events, Matlock Bath Music 

Festival returns to Matlock Bath on 29th June bigger and better than ever 
before …. 
 

Over 40 sets in 7 venues throughout the town.  Andy Carr, Chase the Rain, 

Motion Replay, Ben Miles, The Piracy and many, many more will be on hand 

throughout the day, as well as members of Acolourfall, 3: Second: Fuse and 

Two-Fifty Calibers playing unique solo sets.  A compilation CD of 10 acts recorded live last year will be released in time 

for the event and local record label Medius Music will be recording during the day for another CD release next year. 
 

For a full programme of artists and venues check out Facebook – www.facebook.com/MatlockBathMusicFestival  
 

Knowing Matlock Bath – A Quick Quiz! 
 

Just for Fun!  Answers in the next Newsletter! 

1  How many steps are there on Jacob’s Ladder? 
2  Where is Green Lane? 

3  When was Masson Mills established? 
 

http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/adoptionandfostering
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/MatlockBathMusicFestival


Tree Management Policy – Cllr Michael Wilderspin 
 

The Parish Council is very concerned about the overgrowth of trees in and around our village.  Until about 5 years ago, 
many artists used to visit Matlock Bath to paint the stunning scenery provided by the mixture of rocky promontories and 

wooded hillsides.  Some of the pictures and postcards of the last century showed off these wonderful vistas.  
 

Sadly when we circulated the artist community with the details of our Village Pro Loco Art Competition a few years ago 

we received very few entries and many remarked that the former vistas were so occluded by trees that there is nothing 
left to paint.  Although many of the trees are owned by the District and County Councils, there are also many owned 

privately.  
 

Due to the restrictions of the Conservation Area and the possible sanctions which can be levied on householders, not to 
mention the escalating cost of employing Tree Surgeons, there is a reluctance to apply for or manage trees in the 

village.  We would like to stress that refusal of permission to do work on trees is subject to the same Appeal Process as 
for other planning issues.   So far the Parish Council has not seen one appeal against a refusal for Tree Work.    
 

The longer trees are allowed to grow unmanaged the greater the cost of pruning or felling.  It is also much more difficult 

and expensive if permission is delayed by bureaucracy so that the trees are in leaf before they can be attended to.  
 

After many hours of discussion by the Parish Council Planning Committee and over many months of hard work by 

members and especially by Mike Greenan’s photography, the Parish Council has drawn up and adopted a Tree 
Management Policy. This is particularly in response to reports from a number of parishioners who have found it difficult 

to secure permission to maintain their trees either by pruning or in some cases needing to fell trees.  
 

We believe that conservation of vistas is as equally important as conservation of our trees.  We need to conserve BOTH.   

Your Council will work to that end. 
 

A copy of the Tree Management Policy can be found on our website – www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

Wapping Nature Reserve  - Mike Greenan 
 

 

 

Work started in March with volunteers clearing large areas of brambles and then re-

opening the paths which had grown over during the prolonged wet period last year.  
In May preparation started for the building of the path extension from the Large Ash 

to join the Wapping to the North.  The ground was cleared ready for BTCV (British 
Trust for Conservation Volunteers) to lay the path.  Stone for the foundations and top 

dressing were supplied by Tarmac Ltd.  MBPC would like to express its thanks to 

Tarmac for their unstinting generosity in not only providing the stone but also 
delivering it to the bottom of the Reserve.   

 

The issue was now to transport 23 tons of rubble to the top of the reserve!!  This was 

planned to be achieved by hiring a digger and dumper truck.  In the event, this failed as 
the ground was too wet.  The stone had to be bagged and carried up on the tracked 

digger. BTCV volunteers built the new path and the photographs show them at work.  
BTCV recruit these unpaid volunteers who generously give their labour for the benefit of 

communities.  They are led and supervised by professional BTCV Project Officers.  The 

warmer weather is now allowing new growth to appear.  Why not visit the Reserve 
and see what has been done?  Matlock Bath Parish Council volunteers will complete that 

section of unfinished path later this year, weather permitting.   
 

 

 

In the meantime, work continues with the strimming 
and clearing of brambles.  The Parish Council is in 

need of volunteers to help with the Nature Reserve.  
Could you help?  There’s no set time requirement – as 

much or as less as you want.  This could be an hour a 

week or an hour a month – you decide how much time 
you want to put in.  If you could help, please contact 

the Clerk. 
 

On behalf of the Parish Council I would like to express 
my appreciation for the volunteers for their hard work. 

 

 
 

 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


Pro Loco Photography Competition 2013 
 

Have you entered the Pro Loco Photography Competition yet?  If not, why not?  There has been a fantastic array of 
Events in Matlock Bath this year – the Street Party, Derbyshire Arts, the village evening.   
 

This year’s competition is already open and runs until 4th October.  Entrants can submit up to 4 photographs by logging 

on to www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk and downloading their entries.  Alternatively an entry form can be obtained 

from the Parish Clerk and photographs downloaded onto a disk. 
 

There are three categories of prizes – Adults, Young Photographer and Junior Photographer.  Prizes will also be awarded 
in the specialist categories – Best Picture of the Heights of Abraham, The Pavilion, Holy Trinity Church, Peak Mines, 

Masson Mills, Wildlife. 
 

What are you waiting for?  You don’t have to be a professional photographer – the competition is open to all age ranges 
and all abilities.  Don’t forget it is members of the public who vote for the winners.  Look for that unusual view, artefact 

or a photograph of your friends, family or people visiting Matlock Bath or at a Community Event.  For an inspiration, take 
a look at previous entries by logging on to www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

Safer Neighbourhood Team 
 

 
PC Chad Fullerton & PCSO Tammy Bell 

Heather 

 

Police have helped residents in Matlock Bath protect themselves from crime 
by providing them with free SmartWater packs.  Operation Illuminate saw 

Safer Neighbourhood officers visiting homes in Matlock Bath and advising 

people to boost their security.  It came after a rise in the number of shed 
and garage break-ins in the area over the last month.  Other items on offer 

during the visit, on Tuesday, May 21, included shed alarms, security lights 
and door chimes, all available at a reduced cost.  PC Chad Fullerton, from 

Matlock Bath, Cromford and Bonsall Safer Neighbourhood Team, led the 

operation.     
 

The current neighbourhood policing priority for the team is road safety. The 
officers will be carrying out speed checks, advising drivers about sticking to  

the rules of the road and taking part in operations cracking down the four main causes of fatal road collisions (speeding, 
not wearing a seatbelt, using a phone or driving under the influence of drink/drugs). 
 

The SNT team meet four times a year – the next meeting is scheduled for July.  Check the Parish Council website for 

details – www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  If you would like to raise anything, come along and meet your local SNT 
Team. 
 

British Wildlife Photography Awards – Helen Crane & Cath Gregory 
 

More stunning wildlife photographs  – coming to the Pavilion, Matlock Bath! 
 

Do you remember the snub-nosed golden monkey on posters around Matlock Bath last 

summer?  Well, this year look out for the red squirrel – its ears blowing in the wind!  
Between July 6th and September 1st an exhibition of winning photos from the British Wildlife 

Photography Awards (2011) will be on show at the Pavilion, Matlock Bath!  This fabulous 
exhibition, brought to Derbyshire by local resident, Helen Crane, includes photographs of 

otters, kingfishers, harvest mice and even a water vole hiding on the bank of the Cromford 
Canal.   
 

Open daily at the Grand Pavilion Matlock Bath, 10.30 am– 5.00pm from 6h July to 1st 

September 2013.  
 

Admission for adults is £5 (£3.50 early bird tickets 10.30-11am Monday to Friday); children 

under 5 free; ages 5-17 £2.50; family £12.50. 
 

More information is available at www.thegrandpavilion.co.uk or contact Helen Crane on 
01629 534575/077667 12839 

 
 

 

 

A View from the Bath’ is published by Ashover Print for Matlock Bath Parish Council, Coppice End, Woodland Terrace, 
Derby Road, Matlock Bath 

Website: www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk    E-Mail: clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Telephone: 07914 420545 
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Chairman’s Report 2012-2013 
 

It has been another eventful, challenging, satisfying and extremely busy year for the Parish Council.  As you will see in 

the report that follows, we have been involved in a variety of activities that hopefully have brought an improvement to 

the environment and quality of life in Matlock Bath.   In November we welcomed a new Councillor – Trevor Bowmer – 
who was co-opted on to the Parish Council. 
 

Parish Council Budget - This money comes from the residents of Matlock Bath and is collected though the council tax 

bill in the form of a precept.  The amount each household contributes is dependent on the property band and how many 
properties are eligible to pay and at what level.  The Parish Council sets the total amount we need (precept) and 

individual contributions are calculated at the Town Hall (DDDC).  Using the Committee structure, each with its own 
budget, the Council has an open management of the village finances with an emphasis on value for money, flexible, 

needs led finance responses and bringing in sponsorship and grants whenever possible.   
 

Finance and General Purpose Committee - This Committee oversees the finances of the Parish Council and also 
deals with employee and personnel issues.   As well as managing its own budget, the Finance Committee oversees the 

budgets of all the other Committees and the financial planning of the Council.  Much of what the Finance Committee 

oversees is required by statute (the audit for example) or is not optional (insurance).  However, the brief of the 
Committee is to ensure the Parish receive value for money.  The Parish Council was fortunate to receive a grant from 

Derbyshire Dales District Council to commemorate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  It was decided to spend the grant 
money on a rose garden in Memorial Gardens.  Roses were purchased, one aptly named, the Queen Elizabeth and 

Derbyshire Dales District Council very kindly planted them for us.  A plaque will soon be erected in the Rose Garden.   
 

Planning Committee - The Parish Council has only an advisory role on planning issues but feel that this area is 
important for the village.  The quality and frequency of planning advice sent by us to the District Council has benefited 

for the setting up of this Committee.  They meet regularly and sometimes on site.  They can then get a response 

prepared within the tight deadlines often set.  This year they have prepared a tree management policy, a copy of which 
can be found on our website.  
 

Wapping Nature Reserve – This Committee oversees the management of the Nature Reserve.  The work is carried 

out by a group of volunteers who have strived to make the area a haven for flowers and wildlife as well as making it a 
safe and quiet area for residents.  An immense amount of work has been carried out over the past year to clear and we 

are grateful for the work done by these volunteers. 
 

Facilities Committee - This oversees the Community Centre, the sports area, bus shelters, floral displays and the War 
Memorial.  We are still aiming to make the Community Centre a self-financing unit and are continually looking at saving 

costs in insurance and energy bills.  The Community Centre has undergone further re-decoration to make it a more 
attractive venue for user groups.  The kitchen has had further cupboards fitted, new tiling and the whole kitchen re-

painted.  A more efficient, cost-effective light has also been installed.  A new floor covering was laid in the toilet area 

together with new storage cupboards.  All fire evacuation notices have been reviewed and replaced to bring them into 
line with current legislation.  The floral display season was extended throughout the winter months and more spring 

bulbs were planted.   
 

Communications Committee - The website has now been running for over three years and is being used for a wider 
variety of communication than was initially imagined.  It is an extremely cost effective way of communicating with both 

the residents of the village and those many people from outside the village who are interested in Matlock Bath.  It 
contains a vast amount of information enabling us to keep residents up to date with village life.  Our main vehicle of 

regular communication with the parishioners continues to be this quarterly newsletter, a hard copy delivered by hand to 

every resident and business in the village as well as being published on the website.  It continues to be well received.  
 

Activities Committee - The Parish Council has for many years promoted ‘village’ activities, some of which have been 

open to the wider community.  We intend to continue this promotion both as a community service and to promote 

Matlock Bath to the wider world.  We are grateful to all our sponsors for the generosity in supporting all we do.  In 2012 
we saw record entries in the Art and Photography Competitions.  Christmas is our most expensive event.  This year we 

purchased new lights for the Christmas Tree and also arranged for lasers in Memorial Gardens.  Singing Around the Tree 
once again attracted a large number of residents and music was provided by the BM&W Training Band.  This year also 

saw the first Illuminations Village Evening.  The Hall Family offered free children’s rides with The Temple Hotel hosting a 

barbecue afterwards.  December also saw the second Seniors Lunch held at High Tor Hotel which was attended by 24 
residents.  It was very well received by those attending and something which will be repeated this year. 
 

The Future - We hope to move forward this year with the refurbishment of the sports area and continue making the 

Community Centre a multi-use venue.  We hope to develop and expand the activities we organise.  In everything we do, 
we aim to give the village value for money.  
 

A full version of the Chairman’s Report can be found on our website – www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  

 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


County Council Report – Cllr Garry Purdy 
 

I want to start with an apology first of all, that it has taken so long to have Jubilee Bridge refurbished.  When I started 
out some four years ago at the request of some residents to look at the state of Jubilee Bridge I first of all took some 

photographs to show the state of rust and decline and then produced a report and a request to the Authority, backing 
the residents view that it was more than ready for refurbishment.  Initially the bridge was checked on safety grounds 

and found to be safe, and then began the long push to find monies in the hard pressed Council for the necessary 

funding to have the work carried out.  It was hoped that we could have had the work done in the Queens Jubilee Year 
which would have been nice, but, along with many other pressures upon the Authority I was informed that a bid would 

be made for this financial year. That bid has now been approved, a tendering exercise gone though, and work will 
commence.  The bridge will be closed during the works period for safety reasons, so, once again, apologies that it has 

taken so long, but I am sure you will agree with me that it is a most welcome piece of work in the village for the benefit 

of residents and tourists. 
  

Oh, the colour – our investigations have found different paint colours and going back to some original paint, it has been 
decided to colour it cream and green. 
 

I am also pleased to report that my efforts during my time as your County Councillor are bearing fruition with the cutting 

back of trees and vegetation along the A6 main road, and together with efforts and much work by the Parish Council, in 
and around the bus shelter opposite Masson Mill. 
 

We have also won agreement for the grass bordering the A6 near to the entrance to the New Bath Hotel and beside the 

cattle trough to be placed on an annual cut schedule. 
 

I am indebted to Mr Andrew Pugh of the Heights of Abraham for his efforts to entice Hoteliers and Hotel Companies to 

become interested in the New Bath Hotel, which is sadly out of use at present.  However, I am led to understand that 
each thought it would be too costly to bring back into use and so we have to wait and see what develops with the 

present owners. 
 

We desperately need hotel bed accommodation in Derbyshire Dales and I will endeavour through our resources at the 
Town Hall to see if anything further can be done to bring it back to life. 
 

A View from the Bath Chair – Cllr Peter Baranek 

 

 

As I have already had one bite of the cherry in this quarter’s issue with the one page summary 
of my annual report, I will keep ‘my view’ as brief as possible.  However there is one important 

issue that I must share with you which came out of the Annual Meeting.  The Parish Council 
decided that it would make a slight but very important change to the role of one of the 

committees.  The committee which has been overseeing the nature reserve will take on a much 

wider brief and now be called the Environment and Conservation Committee.  As well as  
managing the nature reserve it will oversee the footpaths in the village, take on the  

management of the planters around the village and have an overview of the whole village environment.  Though as we 

have said many times the Parish Council has limited powers, we would like this committee to develop Parish policies on 
the environment and conservation continuing the excellent work already completed in the tree policy.  This could then 

give us an overarching framework for all the committees of the Parish Council to follow on issues concerning the 

environment and conservation within our beautiful village.  If any resident of the village feels that they can help with the 
work of this new committee please contact the Clerk. 
 

Seniors Christmas Lunch 2013 
 

This year the Seniors Christmas Lunch will be held on Thursday 12th December 2013.  The venue has yet to be 
finalished.  Further details will be published on our website and in our September Newsletter.  If you, or you know of 

anyone who, would like to attend please contact the Clerk on 
 

07914 420545 Or e-mail clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

Contact Details 

 

Check out our website for all Parish Council matters including Councillors’ contact details, dates of forthcoming Parish 

Council meetings, Minutes of all Committee and Parish Council meetings, news and forthcoming events in the village.  
Log on to: www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk   If you wish to raise anything with the Parish Council please contact 

the Parish Clerk on clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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